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17 August 1860

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, Mr. and Mrs. Hendrik Manting were received into membership even though Rev.
Schepers of the Scottish congregation would not give them a transfer. Elders Keppel and Wakker
reported that they were not able to make a contact with B. Ploeg concerning his "offensive
writings" in the local paper.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 143-145.
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ARTICLE 5 — The committee appointed at the previous meeting, although it was not
recorded, to speak with Hendrik Manting and spouse about their conduct in the
(congregation of) Rev. Schepers, reports. These individuals had for some time desired to
affiliate with our congregation and had asked for a transfer from the Scottish
congregation there, but they were not given one. Brother Keppel reports that Rev.
Schepers had informed him that there were no negative comments about the behavior of
these people while they were members of his congregation. It was decided to receive
them as members of our congregation, although there was no documentation.
PC UefcotUed
ARTICLE 6 — A question was raised concerning the legacy of the late Mrs. Jenneken de
Vree. Brother Keppel offers to inquire about this from Plugger.
ARTICLE 7 — Brother de Luyster asks whether the Widow Schipper is a member of our
church. The president says that he recalls that these people left years ago by transfer and
returned here without a statement of membership. It was decided to check the records,
but, in any case, to exercise Christian love and assistance.
ARTICLE 8 — Brother Wilterdink reports that there are difficulties between Brother
Kamper, because of a dispute concerning land with de Vree. Mr. Kooijers has involved
himself in this matter and accused Brother Kamper of various transgressions. To the best
of his knowledge, all of these accusations are unfounded. In order to resolve the matter
as much as possible before the celebration of communion, Brothers Wilterdink and Broek
were appointed as a committee to resolve the matter and, in particular, to admonish
Kooijers. Plugger and a few other members of the congregation will be requested to
accompany the committee.
Om ((JCL, et be fi3 (fio

ARTICLE 9 — A discusson ensued over the controversial attitude of B. H. Ploeg,
apparent from his olfignsitVe Wfitings in "The Hollander." The opinions about this and the
currently different circumstances lead the consistory to come to no decision. The
question was asked whether this should not be considered to be a classical rather than a
congregational matter.
Brothers Keppel and Wakker inform the assembly that, at their visit with Ploeg, they
experienced aversion and that he rejected their efforts
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Consistory Meeting of August 10, 1860
Absent: van de Luyster, Vork, and
Täaneeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE—
.\
The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — embership transfers received for Tunis Venhuisen and Pieterje Jans
Venhuisen, nee KaiRers, from Kalamazoo, dated June 12, 1860; and M. van Olionda, nee
Shuler, from Canajohl ie, New York.
ARTICLE 3 — A mortgage icie was signed by the president, Á. C. van Raalte, and the
clerk, for $125.00, for the portibg loaned by the congregation at Holland at 7% interest
per year, from the $100.00, which'h$ been left to the classis by the late Mr. Schenk.
ARTICLE 4 — Because of complaints of‘irregularities and Sabbath desecration by Jan
Kleijn, a committee consisting of Rev. vari, aalte and Wakker was appointed to
admonish this young man.
s% \\ tbat de Haan and wife desire to profess
ARTICLE 5 — Brother Broek informs the meeting
their faith and have their children receive the sign oflthe covenant. It was decided to
invite them to come to the following meeting of the cosft story. Brother Kamper was
charged to inform them of this.

ARTICLE 6 — The next consistory meeting is set for Friday, August 17.
ARTICLE 7— The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Kamper.
G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of August 17, 1860
Absent: Brother Geerlings
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte,
president.
ARTICLE 2— Present at the meeting were Jan L. de Haan and Tjaakje Jans de Haan, nee
Post. They desire to make profession of faith, and after an interview they were received
by an unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4— The committee appointed to admonish Jan Kleijn reported no opportunity
to fulfill their task. Wakker and Labots were appointed for this task.
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and used all-kinds pPy.iek-Cd- and p_bjectionállvxpressions. He had said that "I feel I
have to do this, and I am not going to let-I# persuade me to do otherwise. Do
whatever you want to."
ARTICLE 10— The brothers declare that there is nothing standing in the way for them to
celebrate Holy Communion in fellowship with each other on the next Lord's Day.
ARTICLE 11 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.
G. Wakker, clerk

Consistory Meeting of September 16, 1860
Absent: Brothers Keppel, Broek, Kamper, Labots, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — A transfer of membership was granted to Filipse and wife, and Boltman
and wife, to Drenthe.
ARTICLE 2 — G. Wakker and J. Labots were appointed as delegates to classis, with
Kamper and Broek, as alternates.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The committee for J. Kleijn reported that he had really been guilty of
Sabbath desecration, as one had thought, and that there were extenuating circumstances.
Furthermore, their admonition had been comparatively well received by him.
ARTICLE 5 — The committee for Kooijers and de Vrel reported, in the person of Brother
Wilterdink, that the matter seems to have been cleared up, although they had not met with
Kooijers himself.
ARTICLE 6— A discussion ensued concerning the writing of Ploeg in "The Hollander."
In general, it was agreed that he was worthy of censure, but that because of the current
state of mind, and for the sake of peace in the church, it would be prudent to withhold
judgment and to see what develops.
ARTICLE 7 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother de Vries.
G. Wakker, clerk

